
Jim Gold International Folk Tours

 Eastern Bulgaria 
and Romania
August 16-30, 2027

Sofia, Plovdiv, Veliko Turnovo, 
Zheravna National Costume Folk Festival!  

Varna, Bucharest, Sibiu, Brasov

Led by Ventsi Milev, guided by Iskren Ivanov
with Bulgarian folk dance teacher Niki Enchev, and musician

(gaida) Ventsi Andonov

Folk Dance, Music, History, Culture, 

 Adventure, and Friendship

           Welcome to the Zheravna Costume Folk Festival



Featuring
i   Zheravna National Costume Folk Festival: One of the

unforgettable highlights of our journey—a joyous day of costumes,

music, dancing, friendship, and Bulgarian tradition come vividly to life.

i  Folk dancing with Bulgarian folkdance teacher, Niki Enchev and

gaida player, Ventsi Andonov 

i  Meet and dance with regional folkdance groups

i  Sofia, Bulgaria’s historic capital

i  Regional foods, local wines, and welcoming restaurants

i  The Black Sea region and the city of Varna

i  Traditional Bulgarian villages and towns

i  Beautiful Romanian countryside and village life

i  Medieval architecture, churches, monasteries, and town squares

i  Comfortable hotels and private motorcoach transportation        

i  Wallachia-Bucharest--old and new Romanians

i  Transylvania--Germans and Hungarians

i  Maramures--the old customs and unique dances

i  Price includes hotels, private bus, guide, sightseeing, all

breakfasts and dinners

i Dance, learn, explore, and make new friends 

Our Itinerary
Day 1: August 16, Monday: Sofia

Arrival in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria and the starting point of our journey through the living

traditions of the Balkans. After settling into our hotel, we gather for a welcome dinner and

introduction.

Day 2: August 17, Tuesday: Sofia

Our exploration of Bulgaria begins with a guided walking tour of Sofia, a city where ancient
history, Orthodox traditions and modern life meet. Built on the foundations of Roman Serdica
and located at the foot of Vitosha Mountain, the capital preserves layers of Thracian, Roman,
Byzantine, Ottoman and modern Bulgarian heritage. We discover some of Sofia’s most
important landmarks, including Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, St. Sofia Basilica, the Roman
remains of ancient Serdica and the city’s famous “Square of Tolerance”, where different religious
communities have stood side by side for centuries.

In the afternoon there is time for individual exploration or an optional visit to the UNESCO-listed
Boyana Church and the National History Museum. Located on the slopes of Vitosha Mountain,
Boyana Church is one of Bulgaria’s greatest medieval treasures, famous for its exceptionally



preserved 13th-century frescoes, considered among the finest examples of medieval European
art. The National History Museum offers a fascinating introduction to Bulgaria’s rich cultural
heritage through its extensive collections of archaeological treasures, traditional costumes, crafts
and historical artefacts.

In the evening, we enjoy a traditional Bulgarian dinner accompanied by folk music and dancing,
offering our first introduction to the rhythms, costumes and hospitality that will accompany us
throughout the journey.

Day 3: August 18, Wednesday: Sofia – Rila Monastery – Plovdiv

Leaving Sofia, we travel south through the scenic foothills of the Rila Mountains to visit the
UNESCO-listed Rila Monastery, Bulgaria’s most
important spiritual and cultural monument. Founded
in the 10th century by St. Ivan of Rila, the
monastery has played a vital role in preserving
Bulgarian language, literature and national identity.
We explore its impressive architecture, colorful
frescoes, carved wooden details and peaceful
mountain setting.

After our visit, we enjoy a traditional lunch featuring
fresh river trout and Bulgarian bean soup before
continuing to Plovdiv, one of Europe’s oldest
continuously inhabited cities and Bulgaria’s artistic
and cultural capital. A short walking tour introduces
us to the charming Old Town, with its cobbled
streets, beautifully preserved 19th-century Revival
houses, Roman remains and historic churches. We
begin discovering the unique blend of ancient heritage and Bulgarian traditions that makes
Plovdiv one of the highlights of our journey.

Day 4 / AUG 19 THU:   Plovdiv – Thracian Valley & Rose Valley – Shipka – Etara – Veliko

Tarnovo

Today we continue through the Valley of the
Thracian Kings, also famous as the Rose Valley, a
region known for its ancient Thracian heritage,
beautiful landscapes and centuries-old tradition of
rose cultivation. We visit the Thracian Tomb of
Kazanlak, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and
discover the fascinating legacy of one of Europe’s
oldest civilizations. Nearby, we stop at the
impressive Shipka Memorial Church, built in honor
of those who fought for Bulgaria’s liberation.

Crossing the Balkan Mountains through the scenic
Shipka Pass, we continue to Etara, an open-air
ethnographic museum where traditional Bulgarian
village life has been preserved. Here we meet
craftsmen demonstrating old skills such as weaving, pottery, wood carving and other traditional
trades, offering a glimpse into the everyday life and creativity of past generations.

In the afternoon we arrive in Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria’s medieval capital, dramatically situated
among the hills and bends of the Yantra River.

          Historic  home in Plovdiv

                Veliko Turnovo



Day 5 / AUG 20 FRI:   Veliko Tarnovo – Balkan Mountains – Zheravna

We begin the day exploring Veliko Tarnovo with a visit to Tsarevets Hill, where the remains of
the royal palace, fortress walls and churches recall the glory of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom.
We continue along Samovodska Street, a traditional crafts
street where local artisans demonstrate skills such as pottery,
wood carving and other old Bulgarian crafts.

We then cross the Balkan Mountains through beautiful
landscapes of forests, meadows and mountain villages,
following historic routes that once connected communities on
both sides of the range. En route, we visit the village of
Arbanassi, famous for its well-preserved 18th-century
architecture and richly decorated churches, including the
remarkable Church of the Nativity with its exceptional
frescoes.

In the afternoon we continue to Zheravna, one of Bulgaria’s
finest examples of a traditional Balkan village. With its wooden
Revival-era houses, stone-paved streets and authentic
atmosphere, Zheravna provides the perfect setting for our
immersion into Bulgarian folk traditions ahead of the Festival
of National Costume.

Day 6 / AUG 21 SAT:   Zheravna Folk Festival

Today is dedicated to one of Bulgaria’s most authentic cultural events – the Zheravna Festival of
National Costume. Set among the beautiful surroundings of the Eastern Balkan Mountains, the
festival brings together thousands of participants dressed in traditional Bulgarian costumes,
musicians, dancers and folk groups from across the country.

Throughout the day, we immerse ourselves in Bulgaria’s living heritage through traditional
music, horo dances, regional costumes, crafts and customs. The narrow, cobbled streets and
wooden Revival-era houses of Zheravna provide a unique setting where old traditions come to
life, offering countless opportunities to meet performers, enjoy local food and experience the
atmosphere of a true Bulgarian folk celebration.

Day 7 / AUG 22 SUN:   Zheravna – Nessebar – Varna

Leaving Zheravna, we continue towards the Black Sea coast, with a stop in Nessebar, one of
Bulgaria’s most remarkable historic towns. Situated on a small peninsula, the UNESCO-listed
Old Town preserves a unique atmosphere with its cobbled streets, medieval churches, traditional
wooden houses and centuries of maritime history.

Continuing north, we visit the village of Priseltsi, where we meet a local craftsman preserving the
tradition of making the Bulgarian gaida (bagpipe), one of the most distinctive instruments of
Bulgarian folk music. Through this encounter, we learn about the craftsmanship, materials and
cultural importance of an instrument that has accompanied Bulgarian songs and dances for
generations.

In the late afternoon we arrive in Varna, Bulgaria’s maritime capital, where we have time to enjoy
the atmosphere of the city and the Black Sea coast.

    Gaida player and dancers at 
        the Zheravna Festival



Day 8 / AUG 23 MON:   Varna – Balchik – Dobruja – Bucharest

Before leaving Bulgaria, we explore Varna, the country’s maritime capital. Our visit includes the
Archaeological Museum, home to the famous Varna Gold Treasure, the oldest processed gold in
the world, dating back more than 6,000 years and offering a fascinating glimpse into the
advanced culture of Europe’s earliest civilizations.

We then continue north along the Black Sea coast to Balchik, a charming coastal town whose
history reflects the diverse cultural influences of the region. We visit the former summer
residence of Queen Marie of Romania and its beautiful botanical gardens, a reminder of the
historical connections between Bulgaria and Romania.

Crossing into Romania through Dobruja, a region shaped by centuries of interaction between
different peoples and traditions, we continue to Bucharest. In the evening, we enjoy a traditional
Romanian welcome dinner, introducing us to the country’s cuisine and hospitality.

Day 9 / AUG 24 TUE:   Bucharest

Today we explore Bucharest, Romania’s vibrant capital, a city of elegant boulevards, historic
buildings and fascinating contrasts between old and new. Our walking tour introduces us to
some of the city’s landmarks, including the Romanian Athenaeum, the Patriarchal Church, the
Old Princely Court, Revolution Square and the atmospheric streets of the Old Town.

In the afternoon there is time for individual exploration or an optional visit to the Romanian
Peasant Museum, one of the country’s most important cultural institutions, with outstanding
collections of traditional costumes, handwoven carpets, painted eggs, ceramics and wooden
crafts. The museum provides a fascinating introduction to the regional diversity of Romanian folk
culture and the skills that have shaped village life for generations.

In the evening, we enjoy a traditional Romanian dinner accompanied by folk music and dance,
beginning our journey into the living traditions of Romania.

                                                    Romanian dancer welcome you!



Day 10 / AUG 25 WED:   Bucharest – Sinaia – Bran – Brasov

Leaving Bucharest, we travel north through the beautiful landscapes of the Carpathian
Mountains towards Transylvania. Our first stop is Sinaia,
known as the “Pearl of the Carpathians”, where we visit
Peles Castle, the former summer residence of Romania’s
royal family and one of the country’s most beautiful
architectural landmarks. Surrounded by forests and
mountains, the castle combines Neo-Renaissance
architecture with impressive collections of art, furniture,
textiles and decorative objects.

Continuing through the Prahova Valley, we reach Bran
Castle, famously associated with the legend of Dracula
and the historical figure of Vlad the Impaler. Beyond the
legends, the castle reflects the history of the border
region between Transylvania and Wallachia and its
traditional trade routes.

In the late afternoon we arrive in Brasov, a beautifully preserved medieval city surrounded by the
Carpathians. We enjoy a walking tour through the historic center, including Council Square, the
Black Church and the charming cobbled streets that reveal the city’s Saxon heritage.

Day 11 / AUG 26 THU:   Brasov – Sighisoara – Sibiu

Today we continue deeper into Transylvania, a region where Romanian, Saxon and Hungarian
influences have shaped a unique cultural landscape. Our first stop is Sighisoara, one of the
best-preserved medieval citadels in Europe and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Walking
through its narrow, cobbled streets, colorful houses and fortified towers, we discover a town
where medieval traditions and architecture have survived almost unchanged.

We continue to Sibiu, one of Transylvania’s most beautiful historic cities and an important
cultural center. During our walking tour, we explore the atmospheric Old Town, including the
Great and Little Squares, the Council Tower, the historic guild houses and the impressive
Evangelical Church, reflecting the city’s Saxon heritage.

In the evening, we enjoy the charm of Sibiu’s historic center, with its cafés, restaurants and
beautifully preserved architecture.

Day 12 / AUG 27 FRI:   Sibiu – ASTRA Open-Air

Museum – Sibiel – Sibiu

Today we discover the traditional culture of Transylvania
through some of Romania’s finest ethnographic
experiences. We visit the ASTRA National Museum
Complex, one of the largest open-air museums in Europe,
where traditional houses, wooden churches, workshops,
windmills and farmsteads from different regions of
Romania recreate the atmosphere of village life as it
existed for generations.

The museum offers a fascinating insight into Romania’s
rural traditions, architecture and craftsmanship, with demonstrations of old skills such as
woodworking, weaving and other traditional crafts.

In the afternoon we continue to the nearby village of Sibiel, known for its strong traditions and

                Dracula’s Castle

                      Peasant homes



welcoming local community. We visit the Museum of Glass Icons, home to one of the largest
collections of Transylvanian painted glass icons, and experience the atmosphere of a traditional
village that has preserved its customs, crafts and way of life.

Return to Sibiu for overnight.

Day 13 / AUG 28 SAT:   Sibiu – Maramure – Sighetu

Marmatiei

Today we leave Transylvania and travel north towards
Maramure?, one of Romania’s most traditional regions and
a place where old customs, craftsmanship and village life
remain deeply rooted. The scenic route takes us through
the Carpathian landscapes and rural communities of
northern Romania.

Upon arrival in Maramure. we discover a region famous for
its wooden churches, carved gates, traditional costumes
and strong sense of community. The villages here have
preserved many elements of traditional life, from
woodworking and weaving to seasonal customs and celebrations passed down through
generations.

We continue to Sighetu Marma?iei, the cultural centre of the region, where we overnight before
exploring the villages and living traditions of Maramure? in greater depth.

Day 14 / AUG 29 SUN:   Maramure: Villages, Wooden Churches & Living Traditions

Today we immerse ourselves in the unique cultural landscape of Maramures, one of Romania’s
most traditional regions. We visit the Maramures Village Museum near Sighetu Marma?iei, an
open-air ethnographic museum presenting authentic wooden houses, gates, workshops and
traditional farmsteads from the surrounding villages. The museum offers a fascinating
introduction to the architecture, crafts and daily life of a region where old traditions have been
preserved for centuries.

We continue through the countryside to explore the famous villages of Maramures, known for
their beautifully carved wooden gates, traditional costumes and strong community customs. We
visit Sapanta, home to the colorful Merry Cemetery, where hand-painted wooden crosses tell the
stories of local people through vivid images and folk-style verses. We also visit one of the
region’s remarkable wooden churches, including the UNESCO-listed wooden churches that
represent the exceptional craftsmanship of Maramure?.

Throughout the day, we experience the
living traditions of the region, with
opportunities to meet local people,
discover traditional crafts and learn about
the customs, music and way of life that
make Maramure? one of Europe’s most
fascinating cultural landscapes.

Day 15 / AUG 30 MON:   Sighetu

Marmatiei – Cluj

Today we leave Maramure? and continue
south towards Cluj-Napoca, travelling

             Dancers from Sibiu

             Romanian dancers bid you farewell



through the scenic landscapes of northern Transylvania. Along the way, we make stops in the
countryside to enjoy further glimpses of the region’s traditional villages, where wooden houses,
carved gates and small rural communities still preserve the character of old Romania.

The journey offers a final opportunity to appreciate the landscapes and cultural heritage of
Maramure? before returning to the more urban atmosphere of Cluj, the historic capital of
Transylvania and one of Romania’s most vibrant cultural centres.

Upon arrival in Cluj-Napoca, we explore the city centre, with its elegant squares, historic
buildings and multicultural heritage shaped by Romanian, Hungarian and Saxon influences.

Overnight in Cluj.

Day 16 / AUG 31 TUE:   Cluj-Napoca – Departure

After breakfast, transfer to Cluj-Napoca International Airport for your departure flight.

As our journey through Bulgaria and Romania comes to an end, we leave behind memories of
centuries-old villages, traditional crafts, folk music and dances, historic towns, and the living
cultural heritage of the Balkans and the Carpathian region.

Land Only: $5995  

(Private tour price: $7995)

REGISTRATION FORM: I can't wait to go! Enclosed is my registration deposit of $200 per person.

Single supplement: $995.  Additional charges: Service charges: $185. Gratuities and drinks

during meals not included. Program subject to change without notice.  Program subject to

change without notice. All tours have a professional guide. If fewer than 10 travelers

participate, a fee of $750 will be added. Cancellations 90 days prior to departure: Total

refund. Less than 90 days: No refund. Travel insurance recommended.  Total balance due April

25. 2027

Name____________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________

No. of people_______Phone_(_____)__________email____________________ 

Make checks payable to: Jim Gold International, 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666

U.S.A Phone (201) 836-0362. Web site: www.jimgold.com E-mail:

jimgold@zaw.tde.mybluehost.me

JIM GOLD INTERNATIONAL: TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Air Transportation: International air not included except as noted.Rates: Tour rates are subject

to change in the event of currency fluctuations or increase in costs. Inclusive tour rates are per

person in double occupancy. In case of computer or human billing errors, we reserve the right

to re-invoice clients with corrected billing. Reservations: Deposits and Payments: Deposit of

$200 per person is required at time of reservation. Balance is due 90 days prior to departure

date. 

mailto:jimgold@zaw.tde.mybluehost.me


Changes: Prices and program subject to change without notice. Baggage: One baggage per

person and a carry on is allowed. 

Cancellations: Cancellations 45 days prior to departure: Refund 50% of total price. Less than 30

days: No refund. Additionally, any cancellation fees imposed by the respective hotels, airlines,

tour companies and cruise lines will be charged. Travel Insurance is non-refundable as are

unused services.

Gratuities: Tipping to guides, drivers, transfer personnel and hotel staff is left to the discretion

of the participants and is not included.

Insurance: Tour participants are strongly recommended to purchase insurance for trip

cancellation, trip interruption, accident, sickness and/or loss of baggage and personal effects. 

Dispute Resolution: The sole and exclusive method of resolving any dispute which might rise

under this agreement and any agreement between Jim Gold International, Inc., and another

party (ies), the brochure or website and deemed to arise in the United States of America, shall

be by arbitration before the American Arbitration Association in New York City pursuant to the

Association's rules then in effect. Any such arbitration must take place in N.Y.C., N.Y. In any such

arbitration, the substantive law of N.Y. will apply. In the event a tour participant should find a

service or hotel unacceptable, it should be reported immediately to the local representative and

to Jim Gold International, Inc. upon their immediate return. No claim shall be deemed

legitimate if not reported to the local representative and if reported after the scheduled service

or after departure from the hotel.

Responsibility: Jim Gold International, Inc. Of 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A

acts solely in its capacity as marketing agent on behalf of its suppliers such as air carriers,

ground operator, taxi suppliers, motor coach suppliers, excursion or tour companies and hotels

identified on documents supplied in connection with purchase of the tours. Jim Gold

International, Inc. shall not be held responsible for any wrongful or negligent acts or omissions

by any supplier or other party not directly owned or exclusively controlled by Jim Gold

International, Inc. or by the failure of any equipment operated by any such supplier or other

party. Jim Gold International, Inc. shall not be liable for any loss, injury or damage to person,

property or otherwise, in connection with any accommodations, transportation, or other

services, resulting directly or indirectly from any acts of God, dangerous incident to the sea, fire,

breakdown of machinery or equipment, acts of government or other authorities, wars whether

or not declared, hostilities, civil disturbances, strikes, riots, thefts, pilferage, epidemics,

quarantines, medical or customs regulations, defaults, delays or cancellations of or changes to

itineraries or schedules, or from any causes resulting from insufficient or improperly issued

passports, visas, or other documents passports, visas, or other documents. 

Neither Jim Gold International, Inc. nor any of its affiliates or subsidiaries shall be or become

liable or responsible for any additional expenses or liability sustained or incurred by the tour

member as a result of any of the aforementioned causes. Tour participant agrees that any claim

against Jim Gold International, Inc. is subject only to the jurisdiction of the courts of the country

in which the cause of action arose. The right is reserved to substitute hotels and to alter

itineraries. The right is also reserved to cancel the tour prior to departure. If any tour is canceled

prior to departure, Jim Gold International, Inc. will be responsible only up to the amount of

monies Jim Gold International, Inc. received less any cancellation fee applied by a supplier as

defined above. Travel Insurance is recommended.



Jim Gold International, Inc. is not responsible or liable for defaults of those not directly under

the exclusive control of Jim Gold International, Inc.

All tickets and vouchers issued for transportation and services are subject to the terms and

conditions under which such transportation and services are provided to the participant by the

owners or contractors. The traveler assumes full responsibility for, and hereby releases Jim Gold

International, Inc. from any duty of checking and verifying any and all passport, visa, vaccination

or other entry requirements for each destination, and all safety and security conditions during

the length of the proposed travel. Should any clause contained here in be determined void by

any court of law, such a finding shall not affect the other clauses contained herein; each clause

is a covenant which stand on its own. The receipt of your deposit and/or final payment will

indicate that you have read these Terms and Conditions, and that you have agreed to them.

Prices are subject to change.

Jim Gold International, Inc. 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A.

Phone: (201) 836-0362 www.jimgold.com e-mail: jimgold@zaw.tde.mybluehost.me

 

 

 

 


